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Muhammad Iqbal (1873-1938)2, was born in Sialkot, a
moderately large town of the Punjab, of a middle-class family.
His father, who was first in government service, and later a
trader, was a pious soul with mystic tendencies, religiously
strict. The boy's educational career, first in Sialkot and later
at the provincial capital, was marked by brilliance. In Lahore,
where after taking his M.A. he became a lecturer first at
Oriental and then at Government College, he began to attract
attention as a young-man-about-town and as a popular poet/
His early poems of this period are quite in the traditional
style, verses on nature and love, of the typical Urdu lyric. At
the turn of the century he was .attracted also to the surging
nationalism of the day, and wrote expressing the ideal
of Indian unity and Indian freedom. He appealed strongly
for Hindu-Muslim solidarity, and wrote inspiringly of the
glorious land of India and of the honour, love, and devotion
due to her. His Tardnah* i Hindi V one of these patriotic
poems, is to-day loved as a national anthem by thousands of
all communities in India. He also wrote Islamic poems, and
he was sponsored by the Anjuman i Himayat i Islam;'but
even when addressing that society he pled for inter-
communal co-operation.
In 1905 he went to Europe. Until that trip, there was
nothing distinctive about Iqbal except his ability. What he
had to say, numerous others were saying ; only, they said it
less well. But after three years in England and Germany he
returned to India with a new'and vibrant message. Not only
was it expressed with supreme eloquence; it has been the
chief contribution to Indian Islam since that of Sir Sayyid
Ahmad.
At Cambridge, Iqbal continued his study of philosophy ;
from Munich he received his doctorate degree for a thesis on
Persian mysticisni; and from London he acquired the equip-
ment for practising at the bar: His studies were supple-
mented by the forceful impact made by certain aspects of
European life upon his sensitive and brilliant spirit. Three